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Return to thine own houſe, and ſhew how 
great things God hath done unto thee. 


NN NXNNMAN who had before been poſ- 
Xx EK ſeſſed with a legion of devils, 
MEN A NAIR was ſet at liberty by our Saviour, 
WakX & and fitting at his feet cloathed 
* and in his right mind, when 
ANN N obſerving his merciful deliverer 
1 ahbout to enter into a ſhip, and 
to depart from that country, intreated him to 
let him go along with bim; but our Saviour, 
for his own wiſe and beſt reaſons, would not ſuffer 
it then, but ſaid to him, in the words of the text, 
Return to thine houſe, and ſhew how great things 
God hath. don e untothee ” or, as St Mark relates it, 
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“Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great . 


things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had : = 


compaſſion on thee, Mark v. 19. 1 
There was ſomething very ſingular in this Man's 


diſorder, the manner of his cure, and deliverance, 


as well as in our Lord's not ſuffering him to go with 
him; of all which I purpoſe to conſider a little, be 
fore I ſpeak directly of the words of the text. _ 

We have no room to doubt of many wonderful 


poſſeſſions beſides this and others in the time of our 


Saviour, in the firſt ages of the church, in the days 


of the reformation, and even now in our own time. 


Exorciſms were frequently uſed among the Primi- 


tive Chriſtians; with faſtings and Prayers they ſought 
the deliverance of ſuch people, and certainly found _ 


the prayers of faith availed much in ſuch caſes. 
I ſee no reaſon why the gift of caſting out de- 


vils and diſpoſſeſling evil ſpirits in the Name of the 


Lord Jeſus, ſhould not now be given, as well as 
formerly, unleſs on account of the incredulity of 
this ſinful and adulterous generation, who atheiſti- 
cally would either mock at the cure, as if it was 
mere impoſture and art, or pretend it was a natu- 


ral diſeaſe and no poſſeſſion of the devil; or if 


ſuch immediate cures ſhould be wrought in our 
times, if the miracle could not be denied with any 
ground, they would ſay it was ſorcery, con- 
uration, and dealing with the devil; for ſo it went 
of old, and hindered our Maſter to do many mighty 
works in his own City Nazareth, becauſe of unbe- 
lief. By whatever means a ſoul in the hands of 
ſatan is releaſed, it muſt be confeſled our Saviour 
is the cauſe, He only can preach deliverance to 
the captives, and looſe them that ſatan hath bound 
in body or ſoul. He alone has the Right to ſay, Fit 
| | ſhall 


® Iſaiah xxviii, 18. 


4 FC 
ſhall not ſtand, when a covenant is made with death 
and a league with hell. At his word and in his 
name a hoſt of devils and legions of wicked ſpi- 
rits muſt ly, With a word he can releaſe a ſoul, 
let its caſe be bad and deplorable as it will. | 
Though ſome are in a particular manner poſſeſſed 
of the devil, and it is above the reach of any hu- 
man creature to account for their diſorder and be- 
| haviour, &c. yet in another ſenſe I efteem all di- 
ſtracted and mad people poſſeſſed; and this has been 
alſo the mind of many children of God and learned 
and pious men, and has ſome ground in the ſerip- 
ture. We read of a certain * Father who beſought 
Chriſt for his ſon, who was lunatic, and when 
the child was brought to him, he rebuked the devil 
and he departed out of him; but all the behaviour 
of the dæmoniacs or poſſeſſed perſons, of which we 
have often long accounts in the goſpel, anſwers 
to that of lunatics or mad people, in our 
times. I will only obſerve, in a few inſtances, 
how nearly they reſemble each other; firſt, their 
being able to break their chains; 2dly, loving to 
roam in ſolitary places among tombs; 3dly, going 
naked; 4thly, not being to be tamed eaſily; 5thly, 
caſting themſelves into the fire and water, cutting 
themſelves, and uttering blaſphemies and ſuch 
words as muſt come immediately from the devil. 
And farther, we may obſerve, daily, that however. 
unapt perſons have been to do any of thEſe things 
before, after they have been once turned in their 
heads, as the expreſſion is, they do it all cagerly, 
and another ſpirit rules, and ſomething ſupernatural 


ſheus itſelf ſoon; they can endure hunger, cold, and To 
hardſhips ſurpriſingly, and travel, rage, labour, and 


ſpeak on without ſleeping, to a wonder, All this 
| + 4 I have 
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1 have ſaid, as my reaſons for thinking lunaties 
poſſeſſed people; and I have obſerved, the gene- 


rally known cauſes of madneſs have not been any 
Humility, meekneſs of ſpirit, or even a religious 


diſpoſition, but rather an extreme love of the crea- 


ture, or, I would ſay, Juſt; alſo often an intolera- 


ble pride in the learned, who will account for 


every thing and comprehend like God. Some- 
times an exceſs of anger and fury, or a known 


and abhorred felf-conceitedneſs, fondneſs of fine 


cloaths, of riches, of beauty, or honour, and often 
a being awakened in a legal manner, and in 
attempting to make themſelves perfect and righ- 


teous, and to attain to certain lengths in their own _ 

flrength and by their own works, is the means of 
ſome peoples falling into this unhappy condition. 
gut here it muſt be obſerved, that ſelf-righteouſneſs 


is at the bottom of all; for who have heard of a 


poor ſinner's coming into ſuch diſtreſs, I mean one 
Poor in ſpirit, who is conſcious of his Joſt eſtate 


and incapacity to help himſelf, but who ſinks 


before our Saviour under a ſenſe of his own wants 
and miſeries, and yet is well convinced no one can 


help, or caſe him beſide Jefus}; ſuch an one does 


not rage becauſe he cannot atchieve high things, 
Nor grow impatient becauſe he cannot cleanſe 
| himſelf; but he rejoiceth that the Lamb has lov= 
ed ſinners and will receive them; he is glad of 
the fountain of his blood, and waſhes there; and 
though he may have been greatly withſtood by the 

enemy, an] has felt the weight of his guilt like a 

heavy burden, and, like Paul, could neither eat or 
drink for want of mercy, this muſt not be looked 


upon as madneſs; (would to God all the world 
were fo mad!) no, this is a quite different condi- 


tion; no wild fire rages here, no blaſphemous 


ſpeeches 


"FFI 
ſpeeches come out of the mouth; no, all is the 
effect of a real hunger and thirſt for righteouſneſs, 
and a longing to be forgiven, and ſuch ſhall ſurely 
obtain their wiſhes; let them tarry the Lord's 
leiſure, and he ſhall comfort them; let them 
wait upon him, and he will help them, and not one 
of them ſhall periſh, 1520 
hut though I have ſaid fo much, I would not be 
miſunderſtood, as though I thought all ſuch poſſeſſed 
or mad perſons ſhould be loſt. I have far more fa- 
vourable thoughts, and hope rather theſe may poſ- 
ſibly be ſome of thoſe who are given over to the de- 
vil for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that their ſpi- 
rits might be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus, 
Perhaps ſuch heavy chaſtiſements may have befallen 

them here, that they may find mercy hereafter, 


_ Will now proceed to ſpeak of the man in the 


text, whom I look upon, in his worſt eſtate, as a 
lively picture and emblem of every carnal or na- 
tural man. REDD | 
When our Saviour landed in the country of the 
Gadareans, a man met him who for a long time had 
been poſſeſſed of devils; he wore no cloaths, he dwelt 
in nohouſe, no bonds or chains could bind him, but 
he brake all, and abode in themountains and in the 
tombs, crying and cutting himſelf with ſtones: 
This is the deſcription of his ſad eſtate ; and how 
| nicely does it agree with the ſpiritual ſad eſtate of a 
natural man? He wears no cloaths before God, but, 
as long as he is without Chriſt's righteouſneſs, as 
long as he is not made all glorious within, nor co- 
vered with the covering of God's ſpirit, he is na- 
ked; all his ſins and ſecret uncleanneſſes, all his 
falls and corrupted nature is open and naked before 
the Lord and all the angels, and except Jeſus and 
his righteouſneſs cover his _ and hide his quien, 
4 | 8 


he will find himſelf in a ſhameful ſtate, when God's 
eyes of fire try the ſecrets of all hearts. May IL 
not alſo ſay, he has an unclean ſpirit? Does not 
his impurities and luſts rule him? Are not his eyes 
full of adultery, his lips full of unclean ſongs and 
jeſts? His hands and heart are they not unclean? 
And may it not be faid with all propriety, he has 
been poſſeſſed of devils a long time? For ever ſince 
the fall, ſatan has had us all, as it were, in his hands 
and in his poſſeſſion; but eſpecially is he in his 
hands whom no laws of God can tame, no com- 
mandment nor threatnings bind, no loving intrea- 
ties keep within bounds, but he breaks all, and at 
all events and hazards is a bond- ſervant of the de- 
vil. His will, his deſires, his appetite, his af- 
fections and luſts, his pride and paſſions break 
through, and no man can tame him. He dwells in 
no houſe of God, is not in the fold of the good 
Shepherd, nor does he nor can he love them that 
are, He lives among the tombs, among the dead; 
he loves thoſe who are dead in fin, and the dead 
and dry converſation of the world ſuits him; he 
lives in pleaſure, and is dead while he lives. He 
cries and cuts himſelf; this directly anſwers to his 
ſinniag againſt all the convictions of the Holy Ghoſt 


and his own conſcience; he takes a certain pleaſure _ 


in cutting and tormenting himſelf; and though the 
horror and pain which at times he muſt feel, muſt 
extort from him bitter cries, yet madly he ruſhes 
forward, “as the horſe into the battle, and adds 
fin to fin and gall to wormwood | Eon}, 
Tis as remarkable, that when our Saviour came 
in ſight, © he fell down and beſought him not to tor- 


ment him, but let him alone,“ and aſæs, What have 


I to do with thee? O Jeſus thou ſon of God!” 
Sp afraid are people in their loſt eſtate of being ſaved 
| 5 out 


live 
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out of it. They dread our.Saviour's deliverance, 


and are angry to be ſtopped in their courſe, They 


would be glad if Jeſus would let them alone, and not | 
trouble them with convictions, nor look upon them 


as he did on Peter, or ſpeak to their hearts as to 
Paul, Why perſecuteſt thou me?” Could they 


have their wiſh, their own will, then they would 


_ their health, be very rich and honourable, 
ong in pleaſures, eat, drink, and be merry, and 
quite forget there is a world to come, an eternal 


judgment; for when our Saviour at any time mer- 
cifully brings theſe things to mind, or would reaſon 
with their hearts, and aſk, Why will ye die ? they 
are afraid and ſay to him as Felix did to Paul,“ Go 


thy way for this time,“ or beſeech him, like the man 


in the text,“ Jeſus, torment me not] let me alone, 


thou ſon of God!! Poor people | Who are mad if 
theſe are not? They call the children of God mad, 


and count them beſide themſelves ; but none are ſo 


truly beſide themſelves, as ſuch who raſhly venture 
on, and will not be ſaved from their ſins. On the 


other hand, thoſe whoſe lives they count madneſs, 
are the only people who are in their right mind; 
for they have laid up treaſures in heaven, they have 
found the pearl of great price, and laid hold on eter- 


nal life ; they have true and real pleaſures, without 
the ſting with which temporal enjoyments end, and 
poſſeſs a ſolid and laſting peace, which paſſeth all 


" underſtanding. 


But 1 muſt obſerve, all this intreating of our Sa- 


viour not to torment him, and worſhipping him, 


&c. was not till Jeſus had commanded the unclean 
ſpirits to come out, Satan would fain have kept 
his hold, and that is the reaſon why every where 


he makes ſuch a noiſe and ſtir where he is likely 
to loſe a ſoul; and he knows, ſhould the work of 


our 


tions with the blood of his Ney Teſtament. 


10 


our Saviour go on, he muſt quit his poſſeſſion and 


be gone. It ſeems not one wicked ſpirit alone had 
ſeized this peor man, but many, and therefore he 


ſaid, My name is Legion;” but even this is written 


for our inſtruction; for there are people who have 


been divinely called, and Jeſus has caſt out the 


ſtrong man armed, viz. ſatan, who kept the houſe 
and ſpoiled his goods, aboliſhed the old crimes, 


and tore to pieces the pride, quenched the Juſts, 


and trampled upon their honour, and cleanſed the 
neſt of every unclean and hateful bird, and made 


the den of thieves an houſe of prayer. 


But the careleſs heart again have wandered from 


the Lord, their love grown cold, and the evil ſpirit 


that had conſtantly ſought to return to the place 


- whence he came out, at laſt gets admiſſion, and 


he brings many others more wicked than himſelf, 
and they come and make their abode there, and 
the laſt eſtate of ſuch people is worſe than the 


firſt, and, as it were, a legion guard them, leſt 


another attempt ſhould be made to reſcue them: 


And perhaps this might have been the caſe of Mary 
Magdalen, and very likely of this poor man, who 


nevertheleſs found mercy; and the accounts of 
their ſalvation are handed down to us, to teach 


us, that though ſome have made their laſt ſtate 


worſe than the firſt, and have become ſeven times 
more the children of the devil than they were be- 
fore, though they have ſinned away all grace, and 
left the fountain of living waters, and though ſatan 


I Has bound them as with a legion, yet even in this 
caſe it is no where ſaid, they cannot be ſaved, 


for Jeſus can yet deliver them. If they had made 


a covenant with death and a league with hell, he 


knows how to diſſolve the conditions and obliga- 
= 
not 


& ;, 8 "I 
not ſouls who fear Be are in ſuch a ſtate be 
| hopeleſs or deſpair, ** there is yet balm in Gilead, 
there is ſtill a phyſician there,” one who can break 
aſunder the bars of iron and braſs, and bring the 
priſoners out of captivity, and heal ſuch as are op- 
preſſed of the devil, his name is Jeſus, and he has 
the keys of hell and death. No God can deliver 
after this manner, nor ſave as he ſaves. How did 
the whole legion move at his word? Had all the 
wicked ſpirits in thebottomleſs pit poſſeſſed the man, 
it had been the Tame thing; at the word of our Sa- 
viour all muſt have yielded, and when he commands, 
Give up! let my people go! it is done, Let then 
ſuch ſouls who lie under any dreadful apprehen- 
ſions of this ſort, apply to him, he will be their 
Saviour, he will ſtand their friend, and they ſhall 
know that he. hears the poor when he cricth, the 
needy, and him that has no helper,” 5 
When the devils found they muſt depart, they 
begged leave to enter a herd of ſwine which were 
feeding near the place; and when they had obtain- 
ed leave, preſently the whole: herd, about two 
thouſand, ran violently down a ſteep place into the 
| ſea and were choaked, to the amazement of all 
thoſe that followed Jeſus, and thoſe who kept the 
ſwine. I know there are ſome people who have 
even dared to aſk, With what right our Saviour 


could cauſe ſuch a loſs to the owners of the ſwine, 


and at once perhaps reduce them to poverty? 
Theſs might as well aſk, atheiſtically, Why a 
high wind at ſea may overwhelm a ſhip, and ruin 
the maſter? or, Why an earthquake ſhall ſwal- 
low up a whole town? Or a fire be permit- 
ed to make many families deſolate in a few 
hours? e * 


I wonder 
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I wonder any called Chriſtians would even ſuffer 
the thought, ſince they confeſs that Jeſus is the 
Lord, and all is his in heaven and earth. It is 
no injuſtice in him to take all away from us in a 
moment, and ſhould he do it, who can aſk him, 
What doſt thou? Are not all the beaſts of the fo- 
reſt his, and all the cattle upon a thouſand hills? 
Cannot he do what he will with his own? But then, 
ſay ſome, it looks as if he could be pleaſed in the 
ruin and diſtreſs of his poor creatures, No, by 
no 'means; we have no grief which does not 
touch his heart; He could therefore in the days 

of his fleſh ſo readily weep and be affected, when 
he ſaw Mary and Martha weeping over their bro- 
ther's grave, or the widow of Nain lamenting 
cover her dead ſon. Scarce a blind, or lame, or 

leprous perſon came in his way but he had com- 
| Paſhon on them, and knew, if ſin had not been in 
the world none of all this could have happened; 

therefore his heart always pitied, and his hand was 
always ſtretched out to fave the oppreſſed, and that 
often, before it was aſked, When therefore ſatan 
has leave or permiſſion to do harm in the world, 
to raiſe ſtorms, to cauſe wars and bloodſhed, or 
make families deſolate by fire or water, or bring 
a murrain among beaſts, the beſt way, and moſt 


becoming humble and meek children, is to think, . 
& his ways are in the deep waters, and his foot- 


Reps are not known; and wait till the day when 
he ſhall make his juſt dealings as clear as the light, 
and his righteouſneſs as the noon day. So much 

may be ſaid, that without doubt it has been the 


means of bringing many to heaven, that in this 


world they met with many loſſes, croſſes, and 
trials, were poor, and {tripped of all things. He 
is a God of equity, he often takes away temporals 

AR: to 
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to give us eternal happineſs. He tries his children 
often, like Lazarus at Dives's gate, that he may 
give them their comforts and poſſeſſions in a city 

hat has foundations, in a kingdom which cannot be 
ſhaken, Doubtleſs many that are now in heaven 
adore the Lord that once in the world he put forth 
his hand and touched all that they had, tho' they at 
the time did not know why it was, but were ready 
to think like Naomi, Call my name Marah, for the 
Lord hath dealt bitterly by me;“ now they confeſs 
with joy, It was good for me that I have been a- 
flicted.“ On the other hand, many who have pe- 
riſhed, now lament that here they had their portion, 
and in this life, He gave them their defire, and 
fent leanneſs withal into their ſouls. Of what ad- 
vantage was it to Dives to be cloathed with ſcarlet 
and purple, to drink and feaſt with his five bre- 
thren, and afterwards be cloathed with ſcarlet 
flames, and want a drop of water to cool his 
tongue? Of what real benefit has it been, think 
ve, that ſome have ſo proſpered in the world, and 


come into no misfortune like other folk, neither 


were plagued like other men; their bull did not 
fail, nor their cow caſt her calf ; they had gold 
like duft, and were obliged to pull down their barns 
to build greater; when God, in the midit of all their 
plenty and fulneſs, calls them to eternity with, 
Thou foo], this night fhall thy ſoul be required 
of thee ?” Let it therefore ſatisfy thee, when any heavy 
trials or loſſes befal thee, that he that fits in hea» 
'ven rules all things well, and trouble not thyſelf 
| becauſe of the deſtruction of the herd of ſwine ; 
thou doſt not know but that it was the only wa 
to convince the owners and keepers of them who 
Jeſus was; and though, like Peter, they prayed 
him to depart from them for the preſent, perhaps it 
| Was 


is indeed to be in ones right mind. 
while ago wore no cloaths, but is now cloathed, 


[14] 


was only out of a deep ſenſe of their unworthineſs 


to have him upon their land; and very likely 
thou mayeſt ſee them with a better inheritance, in 


the day when he ſhall deal in righteouſneſs and 
mercy to all the nations. I will leave them there- 


fore here and purſue my deſign, and ſpeak of the 
once unhappy but now nighly favoured man, He 


was juſt now in the poſſeſſion of many devils, but 


now in the care of the Saviour and Bridegroom of 


his ſoul. He was lately raving up and down the 
mountains, and reſtleſsly wandering in the wilder- 


neſs, but now he fits at Jeſu's feet, and has found 
out eternal reſt, He was before wild, ſo that no 
man could tame him, nor cords nor fetters bind 
him, but now is in his right mind. He hears the 
voice of the Son of man and lives. He chooſes the 
good part, which ſhall never be taken away. This 

He a little 


body and foul, and the ſhame of his nakedneſs ſhall 
not appear, He was his own tormentor and cut 
himſelf with ſtones, but now he fits under the 
ſhadow of the fun of righteouſneſs, who is riſen 


upon him with healing in his wings. He uſed for- 


merly only to frequent the tombs and gloomy and 
deſolate places, now fee he is among the living, and 
has found everlaſting life in the Lord his God, O 


happy man! happy ſituation! happy place! hap- 


py change! May all the ſpiritually mad and poſſeſ- 


ſed ſhare, like thee, the unbounded and free ſovereign 


grace of our dear Redeemer | 3 | 
But now, when the Lord hath done his Father's 
buſineſs in theſe parts, and was ready again to go 

into the ſhip, the man on whom he had ſhewed 


ſo much mercy, prayed him to let him go with 


him, but Jeſus ſuffered him not for the t ou 
| | 5 ald 


(rs) 


aid to him, ee Go home to thy friends, and tell them 


how great things the Lord has done for thee, and has 


had compaſſion on thee.“ As if he would have faid, 
 Hereafter ſhalt thou follow me and be with me for 


ever, but now go and tell of thy deliverance to thy 
poor relations and friends; thou haſt been heretofore 
a burden and grief to them, they have ſhared deeply 
in thine affliction, go and let them partake of thy 
Joys and mercies ; tell them what amercifulandcom- 
paſſionate Lord and Saviour thou haſt found, and be 
a preacher of free grace to them, that they may 
come allo after me and be my diſciples _ 
It ſeems alſo ſtrange that he who was continually 
calling men to him, and who let Bartimeus and 
others whom he had healed follow him, ſhould now 
make exceptions againſt this poor man's coming af- 


ter him, or refuſing him that mercy which all were 


invited to; but this was certainly the reafon our 
Saviour had for not allowing him then, he knew 


how many friends, relations, and neighbours he 


had who were not called to the kingdom, and there- 
fore appoints his new convert to be his witneſs and 
preacher, that through his mercy others mightobtain 


mercy and be ſaved, He could go and tell them 
what an unhappy wretch he once was, how ſatan 
made him his tool and ſlave, how he had lived 
without peace, without reſt or comfort, and with- 


out God in the world, but now could he ſay, I that 


was afar eff, am brought nigh to God: I that was a 


ſtranger to him, am now a fellow-citizen with the 
ſaints and with the houſhold of God: I once wan- 


dered and was as a ſheep that went aſtray, but the 


Shepherd of Iſrael, the Keeper of Jacob, has ſought 

me and brought me back to the Biſhop of my ſoul. 

The more [I ſerved ſatan, the more miſerable I was; 

night and day I was unhappy : A legion —_— 
E | 
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feſſed me, and the enemy thought to have his defics 


and fulfil his luſt upon me, but I am now ſaved, I 
have now obtained deliveranee, and am now a monu- 
ment of God's unmerited and free love. I do not 
doubt but many alſo of his friends, who ſaw and 
heard him when he did return home, believed and 
were ſet on thirſt to be acquainted with Jeſus; they 
ſaw before them one who a few days before was 
in the moſt deplorable condition of all creatures un- 


der heaven, now a ſaint, a ſaved man, a bleſſed 


witneis that there is falvation, and one againſt 


whom the gates of hell cannot prevail, and ſo could 


not help longing to become his diſciples, and par- 
take with their friend his great mercy and liberty, 
I believe, if it was not for this, it would be far 


better for us and all the children of God, as ſoon 


as they are converted, to be taken home to our 
Saviour directly, out of all danger of grieving him 
again, or relapſing into coldneſs or careleſſneſs. But 
our Saviour's mind is, that we ſhould go home to 


our friends, and te}] them what great things the 
Lord hath done for us, and how he has had com- 
| paſſion upon us, and not come home to him till we 
have brought others alſo with us to ſee Jeſus; thus 
are we like ſheep come from the waſhing brook, 
every one bearing twins. In this ſenſe, therefore, 


even our ſons and daughters, our ſervants and hand- 
maids muſt prophecy, and tell what the Lord has 


done for their ſouls, ++ 5 
Ilf the Redeemer ſhould call home his children as 


ſoon as he had pardoned them, he would have then 
no church upon earth, and the awakened ſouls 
would have no fold, no one to comfort them, but 
like poor orphans would live like the moſt deſolate 
people indeed, We ſhould not then be too eagar 


to beſeech pur Saviour to follow him home, till he 
5 pleaſe 


. 
pleaſe; it is better to be reſigned, and ſo live, ſo 
wait upon him, ſo ſpeak, ſo labour, and believe in 
the world, that at any time when he calls for us 


we may be ready to go and follow him upon mount 


Sion, and go no more out. This ſhall ſoon be our 
deſtiny, we ſhall quickly go to him and ſee his face. 
Let us for the prt ſent help our friends and neigh- 
bours, and be as ſalt in the earth. Let us tell 
them what we have experienced, and how the Lord 
has had compaſſion upon us. Let us blaze abroad his 
fame, and be ready to give every one a reaſon of 


the hope that is in us, and relate how we were 


when in our firſt eſtate, how we were by nature 
children of wrath, giddy and careleſs, and led cap- 
tive by the devil at his will, how we were when 
awakened, how athirſt for mercy and forgiveneſs, 
how we found grace, and were found out and waſh- 
ed and healed by the good Shepherd, in whoſe blood 
and righteouſneſs we have been cleanſed, and o- 
vered, and cloathed, and now can fit down at Je- 
ſu's feet in our right mind. How our hearts leap- 
ed within us for joy when the bleſſed moment ap- 
proached wherein we were viſited by the day ſpring 
from on high, and when God our Saviour took away 
the unclean ſpirit, and put his Holy Spirit within. 
us. But perhaps many hear me to-day who, if 
bid go home and tell their friends what great things 
the Lord has done for them, could ſay nothing, ha- 
ving never experienced his pardoning mercy, nor 
| ſeen his ſalvation. People who perhaps can only tell 
how God has kept them from want, how he has 
raiſed them from ſickneſs, given them friends, kept 
off their enemies, and provided wonderfully for 
them in the world, ſaved them from many dan- 
gers, given them to be born and educated in a chri- 
ſtian land, and trained 1.2 up in the beſt church, 


In 
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in the happieſt conſtitution, given them their right 


ſenſes, &c. All this is well; but this the Deiſt, 
the Turk, the Jew bleſſes God for, as much as you; 
this is not the one thing needful, the main and chief 
 blefling, for that is the revealing Chriſt in the heart, 


the releaſing and tranſlating the ſoul out of the king- 
dom of ſatan into the kingdom of God's dear Son, 
the ſnatching them out of the world and fin, as 


brands out of the burning, the overflowing all their 
vicious and unruly paſſions, luſts, and inclinations, 


with his death, ſweat, and blood, and fo waſhing 
the inner man in the laver of regeneration, and giv- 


ing him a new birth, and the witneſs of the Spirit 


with their ſpirit that they are the children of God. 


O that ye all knew this, and could go home to your 


friends and tell them this joyful news, I was loſt, 
but am now ſound! I was once dead and knew not 

Jeſus, I was a ſervant and vaffal to his enemy, and 
to the world, and even deſpiſed the liberty of the 


Lord my God, and put his ſalvation far from me; 


but the Lord has had compaſſion upon me, he 
has done great things for me, and holy is his name, 
he has now opened my eyes, and I ſee my part in his 
merits ; he has opened my ears, and I have heard the 


voice of the Son of God, and live an eternal life, 
He burſt in pieces the chains that made mea priſoner, 


and delivered me into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. I now roam no more for hap- 


pineſs in vain; I now am no more unhappy; I fit 


down like Mary, and like the man once poſſeſſed 


of the legion, at Chriſt Jeſus's feet, cloathed with 
his ſalvation as with a garment, and with his 


righteouſneſs as with a robe, and am now ſet to 
rights and ſaved, and in a right mind. May the 


merciful and compaſſionate Lord of all awaken every 


one to a true ſenſe of his natural, bad, and wild 


[19] | 
eſtate, and ſave you thus; and till he takes you 
home to his Father's houſe to be with him for ever; 
may you have grace to tel] thus his tender mercies 
to others: And all miniſters, may it be given to 
them in particular that they may do it, till having 
won many thereby to the kingdom, and turned 
many to righteouſneſs, they may return home in a 
good time, and in their laſt hours, when they ſhall 
pray our Saviour to ſuffer them to follow him, he 
may ſay, ** Come up hither,” and ſo they be for ever 
and ever with the Lord. O Lamb of God grant 
this to my own foul, Amen! | 


9 


b 5 — — — r A . ˙—⅜s̃̃ . ¾¼ÜpL—:n — 


jo 


